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ABOVE: President Donald Trump speaks Saturday in front of the U.S. Navy hospital ship USNS Comfort at Naval Station Norfolk. PATRICK SEMANSKY/ASSOCIATED PRESS 


BELOW LEFT: Crowds cheer from Fort Monroe in Hampton as the USNS Comfort departs for New York to help fight the coronavirus pandemic. 
BELOW RIGHT: Hampton resident Mario Grimes holds a U.S. flag as the USNS Comfort passes Fort Monroe. KAITLINMcKEOWN/STAFF PHOTOS 


‘We're here for you 


President Trump visits Norfolk, sees off Navy hospital ship 


HAMPTON U. FITS 
LIKE A GLOVE FOR 
THIS CELEBRITY 


Mo’ne Davis, who gained 
national acclaim for pitching a 
shutout in the Little League 
World Series, blended in 
seamlessly with the Pirates. 


SPORTS 


Local musician 
creates internet 
radio station for 
local music 
SUNDAY BREAK 


The Helpers: 
Kellam High senior 
buys groceries 

for seniors 
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Civil Rights leader, 
ex-MLK aide dies 
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Turning bed sheets into 2,000 
medical masks: A company in 
Virginia Beach made it happen 


By ELISHA SAUERS 
Staff writer 


VIRGINIA BEACH — A roar filled the sprawling 
factory as workers fed beige fabric strips under 
rippling thread. 

About a third of London Bridge Trading Co’s 150 
local employees, most of whom are women, might 
have otherwise been stitching camouflage into 
rucksacks or holsters. But when the machine 
operators showed up for work Monday, they had a 
new assignment. 

Cut and sew 2,000 masks. 

While the coronavirus pandemic has drained 
hospitals of protective medical supplies, the Virginia 
Beach manufacturer has stepped up to fill a crucial 
need. 

Following a day of making prototypes and testing, 
the mask-making began in earnest. David Bohannon, 
the company’s president, smiled at sewers as he 
checked their progress. 

“My ladies — they’re the heroes in all this,” he said 
Tuesday. “People qualified to do this don’t fall off 
trees.” 

Through a web of connections that perhaps only 
the coronavirus could weave, Sentara Healthcare 
recruited the factory to develop reusable surgical 
masks said to have antimicrobial properties. The first 
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Ester Rodriguez and other sewers at London Bridge 
Trading Co. work to make medical masks for local 
hospitals. “My ladies — they’re the heroes in all this,” 
said David Bohannon, the company’s president. 


Accurate census count becomes more 
difficult during coronavirus pandemic 


By MARIE ALBIGES 
Staff writer 


They had a plan for how they 
were going to educate college 
students about filling out their 
census questionnaires. 

At James Madison University, 
there would be in-person class- 
room lectures with powerpoint 


presentations. Tables in the recre- 
ation center with informational 
materials. A taco bar in the 
commons area, where students 
could fill out their questionnaires. 

Taco Bout the Census Tuesday, 
they were going to call it. 

Then came the coronavirus, 
campus closures and social dis- 
tancing. 


Carah Ong Whaley, the associ- 
ate director of the James Madison 
Center for Civic Engagement at 
JMU and a member of the state’s 
Complete Count Commission, is 
helping pivot the educational cen- 
sus outreach from in person to 
virtual as students begin taking 
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By Gary A. HARKI 
Staff writer 


ORFOLK — Presi- 

dent Donald Trump 

visited Naval Station 

Norfolk on Saturday 
to see off the USNS Comfort as it 
headed to New York with medi- 
cal staff and hospital beds to 
combat the coronavirus pan- 
demic. 

“This great ship behind meisa 
70,000-ton message of hope and 
solidarity to the incredible peo- 
ple of New York, a place I know 
very well, a place I love” Trump 
said, standing in front of the 
gleaming white 
hull ofthe Com- 
fort. “We’re 
here for you. We 
are fighting for 
you and we are 
with you all the 
way and we al- 
ways will be. 
You have the 
unwavering support of the entire 
nation.” 

The Navy hospital ship, which 
is crewed by civilian mariners 
and gets most of its medical staff 
from Naval Medical Center 
Portsmouth, should arrive Mon- 


INSIDE 
Virginia’s 
confirmed 
COVID-19 
cases 
surpass 700. 


Page 4 


day. 

The plan is for the ship to take 
patients needing hospital care 
that are not infected with the 
virus, freeing up much-needed 
space in the city’s hospitals. The 
Comfort’s sister ship, the USNS 
Mercy, arrived Friday in Los 
Angeles on a similar mission. 

“For several weeks, the 
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Mostly sunny, 
warmer 


High: 86 
Low: 58 
Details on the back page of Sports 
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